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densation and separation of subtle spirits" by placing several
alembices^} on top of one another (fig. 10).

From the writings of Geber and Albucasis, also from those
of the excellent physician and writer Rhases (El Rcizi) who
lived in Bagdad during the 9. century, it becomes apparent that
the Arabians distinguished as
early as the 8. century between

Fig. 10.

distillation over an open fire and from a water bath and an ash
bath.2)   Geber described both methods in detail.8)

For the purpose of better condensation, Costaeus of Lodi,4)
a physician and alchemist of Bologna, recommended that the

*) Liber servitoris Bulchasin-Ben-aberazerin. Venetias 1471. Lib. XXVII,
p. 247. Modus alius cui vult destillare paucam aquam. Accipe ollam ex sere,
etimple earn aqua, etpone super Janem ignis, etpone os ejus coopertorium per-
foratum foraminibus duobus vel tribus vel pluribus, aut paucioribus ventribus
secundum quod poterit capere coopertorium of/ae, et sint ventres ex vitro ...

2)  Das Buch der Geheimnisse des Abu Bekr Ben ZakarijS Er-Razi.
Fleischer's Catalog No. 266.   Leipziger Stadtbibliothek.   Codex K. 25.

3)  Gebri Summa perfectionis magisterii.   Cap, 50.  Ex bibliotheca vati-
cana exemplar/.   Gedani 1682.

4)  Mesue, Simplicia et composita, et antidotarii novem posteriores sec-
t/ones adnotationes.  Venetias 1602.